
                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
                                                                                                  
 

MEETING OF NOVEMBER 14, 2012 
 
In the absence of Chairman Earl Temchin and the anticipated late arrival of Vice-Chairman Sandra Micalizzi, and in 
the interest of respecting the time frame of those in attendance, the meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Town 
Manager, Garry Brumback. The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was led by Ben Cammuso. 
 

Members present: Ben Cammuso, Doris Hanser, Cliff Snow and Lynn Maschi.  Sandra Micalizzi arrived at 5:40 p.m. 
having been delayed by Waterbury traffic! Members excused: Connie Proll, Michael Rossi, Earl Temchin and Mark 
White. It was noted that Cliff Snow had recently been appointed and officially sworn in as a member of this Advisory 
Board. Congratulations were extended to him. 
  

The minutes of the September 11, 2012 meeting were presented to the Commission. As there was no discussion, 
Ben Cammuso made a motion to accept the minutes as presented; seconded by Cliff Snow; all were in favor.  
 

In the absence of Treasurer Connie Proll, Executive Director Robert Verderame presented the Treasurer’s Report 
stating that the available balance is $279,752.51. He noted that the percentage of overtime and temporary/seasonal 
funds are higher than might be expected as Matching Grant funds in the amount of $20,584 have not been 
appropriated as yet. Grant funds will offset the expenses in those line items as anticipated. Additionally, building 
rental fees will offset overtime somewhat. Lynn Maschi questioned the Vehicle Maintenance Line Item. Mr. 
Verderame noted that the 2002 bus had some unanticipated significant repairs. Azklar’s Automotive and DATTCO, 
Inc. have assured him that the bus is now in good shape, the engine is good and should provide an additional two 
years of service.  A motion was made by Ben Cammuso to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented; seconded by 
Lynn Maschi; all were in favor.   
 
At this point, Ms. Micalizzi arrived and Mr. Brumback turned the meeting over to her.  
 
Executive Director Bob Verderame presented the September/October 2012 Director’s Report, noting that in 
September Dial-a-Ride provided 1288 one way rides on 21 days, including 503 in town medical rides and 71 out of 
town medical rides. Twenty-six new members joined in September. The Nutrition Program served 559 meals on 18 
days. In October Dial-a-Ride provided 1368 one way rides on 21 days, including 542 in town medical rides and 65 
out of town medical rides. Ten new members joined in October. The Nutrition Program served 551 meals on 22 days. 
The Renters Rebate Program concluded September 15th with a total of 415 applications processed. Our sincere 
appreciation is extended to volunteers Maxine Plourde, Armand Pelletier and Marti Sudol.  Sharyn Murphy has done 
a great job coordinating this program, and will be assisting individuals who may qualify to apply after the deadline 
due to extenuating circumstances. The Energy Assistance program began on September 24th. The Medicare Open 
Enrollment period is October 15 through December 7, and is more involved this year because Anthem Medi-Blue 
policies will be discontinued as of 12/31/12. These social service programs have placed a high demand on the staff. 
An outside vendor presented an open discussion session providing information and options regarding Medicare 
options.  
 
Bob noted that the entire staff has attended the Customer Service Class. The Plainville/Southington Regional Health 
District scheduled a flu shot clinic at Calendar House in November for town employees and residents of both 
Southington and Plainville.  Working with the Health Department and the Police Department as Municipal Agent, 
Bob was called in on several cases during the month, including hoarding, identity theft and scam issues. 
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Senior Center Secretary Cynthia Gilbert reported that the renovations continue with the invaluable assistance of 
volunteer efforts. Recent focus has centered on cleaning and organizing various areas, as well as plotting and 
planning the next projects. Volunteers are now greeting folks as they enter the building, extending a friendly 
welcome and providing direction and information while bringing unique personalities to the mix and enjoying the 
task. Thist is proving to be mutually beneficial situation! Classes are in full swing, much to the delight of all the 
participating students, as they explore artistic pursuits, computer applications and exercise activities.  Kaye Davis, 
Executive Director of United Way presented goals and objectives for the United Way at a recent Calendar House 
staff meeting. Subsequently, in a collaborative effort with contributions from the Calendar House staff, the Town 
Assessor’s office and the Tax Collector’s office – an “Abundanza Italian” gift basket was assembled, donated and 
placed on display at the Southington Library for the United Way’s Silent Auction Fundraiser.  
 
Program Coordinator Sharyn Murphy emphasized the amount of social services that are being handled between the 
Renters Rebate Program, the Energy Assistance Program, Medicare and Retirement issues and the Open Enrollment 
Period. Garry asked for clarification regarding the exception to the rule for applying for Renters Rebate after the 
deadline. Sharyn explained that with a physician’s statement an extension may be requested for medical reasons only. 
This is a needs based program, with income limits, but does not take assets into consideration.  Sharyn mentioned the 
outreach being extended to all of the Elderly Housing sites. She highlighted class registrations; Membership 
Meetings that featured entertainment by “Johnny Cash & June Carter”; Nick DeLuco & the Troubadours; and a 
presentation by the Town Manager regarding the referendum. Several trips were scheduled including the Osmond 
Brothers at Foxwoods and the Tenement Museum in NYC. Sharyn and several volunteers attended various training 
sessions and presentations. October ended with a Halloween Hot Dog Special with Bingo.  
 
Sandra Micalizzi offered suggestions to consider for obtaining help with the social services including tapping into 
North Central Area on Aging, where CHOICES counselors are available. Lynn Maschi asked about the Plainville 
Senior Center and if there was collaboration with them. Sharyn explained that in the past NCAA provided CHOICES 
counselors on site through the DSS Rx Bus. However budget cuts have eliminated those resources. The agency is 
currently in major transition mode with severely limited staff and funding, and experiencing a big problem with staff  
turnover rate. Bob injected that recently an unexpected certification exam was thrust upon us. Time constraints have 
created difficulty in qualifying volunteers, who have had previous training but must now complete the exam. Garry 
noted having standards is a good thing, and encouraged the best possible use of regional resources to supplement our 
relatively limited resources. Remarking that there is power in collaboration, we must make every effort to seek and 
utilize every resource out there, and pursue mutual support with neighboring communities. Sharyn assured him that 
we will try anything to get the job done and that we are working on methods to get a clear picture of each individual 
clients needs. She will continue working on recruiting volunteers keeping in mind a four day certification training 
program to be offered in the spring. Sandra mentioned a new federal mandate regarding DMEs (Durable Medical 
Equipment) that will limit the vendor options, only specified sources will qualify for Medicare reimbursement. 
 
Under Correspondence: Minutes from the 9/12/12 and 10/03/12 Department Heads Meetings were available. Mark 
Sciota had reported on the Municipal Center. Garry noted that all departments have moved in. It looks very 
impressive. The official grand opening of the Municipal Center at 200 North Main Street will be held on Sunday, 
December 2, 2012 at 1:00 p.m.  
 
Under Audit Committee: Bob noted that we are in process of upgrading the transportation program phones.  He 
should have more information next meeting. Peter Freeman, a member of the Audit Committee reported that they had 
met with Jay Baker. Mark White has done a significant amount of work in preparation to pump information into an 
upgraded server that arrived on Friday. The goal is an automated bus schedule, a very sophisticated system that will 
remove human intervention. The committee expressed appreciation that Garry has made us number 2 in priority on 
Jay’s list. Sandra asked about the grant. Bob has been in touch with Abby St. Peter, but there is nothing new to 
report. Peter noted that we’re currently going home grown, just doing it to get it done.  
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Continuing under Audit Committee:  Garry mentioned integrating with State GPS resources. He emphasized that 
the intent is to get the drivers on the road, out of the office, removing the lion share of reports and making us more 
efficient in maximizing resources. He offered “Kudos” to Peter and Mark for their efforts. Lynn Maschi asked who 
Jay Baker is. Garry explained that Jay is the Town of Southington’s new IT Director. The goal is to take our IT to the 
next level. In the past the Town has not embraced the Calendar House, and integrating with other departments is an 
area being addressed. He acknowledged that the Calendar House has resources that the rest of town doesn’t – namely 
an incredible volunteer base. 
 
Under Old Business: Town Manager Garry Brumback expressed his intention to form a sub-committee to examine 
the existing by-laws, and determine the guidelines and direction that will govern the recently revised Board.  Asking 
for volunteers, he is hopeful that the Board members will participate.  An open seat will be reserved for a 
representative from the membership-at-large.  While this sub-committee will initially address short term 
considerations, Garry’s vision is that it would begin formulating a strategic plan for the Senior Center in terms of the 
future – five to ten year plans – integrating the Senior Center strategically and financially into the town.  This would 
include but not be limited to programming and services, addressing standards and evaluating resources. Sandy 
requested that the Secretary contact the Advisory Board members not present with this information.  
 
Peter remarked that the Newsletter Project has been a difficult road. Dick Fortunato is currently working with Susan 
Urillo. Although there is nothing concrete to report at this time, Dick is hopeful that figures and information will be 
forthcoming in the near future. Sandra referred to the Naugatuck Senior Center publication. Peter responded that their 
publisher has been contacted and they are not taking on any new clients at this time or in the near future. Garry asked 
what the percentage of individuals with e-mail addresses. Peter did not offer an estimate but noted that more and 
more seniors are becoming computer savvy and e-mail blast numbers are increasing.   
 
Under New Business:  We were quite fortunate in dodging a bullet with recent Storm Sandy. Garry noted that the 
response and preparation was excellent. Bob remarked that the Calendar House is now well stocked for any future 
call to open as Emergency Shelter. Yankee Gas recently upgraded a gas line under Pleasant Street.  We did 
experience a gas leak in front of the building after completion of the work. It was addressed without incident. Under 
discussion were the dates and times for Advisory Board Meetings to be held in 2013. A final schedule was 
determined and approved. It will be submitted to the Town Clerk. A Bio-Retention Project is being explored by the 
Engineering Department. Basically this is an environmental-friendly plan for capturing rainwater for irrigation and 
funded by a grant. This is a good thing and the price is right! Doris Hanser asked how large an area would be 
involved and if parking spaces would be eliminated. She remarked that the Garden Club would be pleased. Garry 
suggested having Jim Grappone attend the next meeting to answer questions.  
 
Garry informed everyone that the Town now has a PERMANENT MEDICATION DROP BOX located in the 
Southington Police Department Lobby that will provide the means of disposing expired and/or no longer needed 
prescriptions and medications safely, securely, anonymously and legally on an ongoing basis. This is in addition to 
the Southington Water Department’s Annual Medication Return Program which has been very successful in keeping 
drugs out of our water supply system and out of the hands of our children. There is a list of accepted and not accepted 
items on posters throughout town and on the Town of Southington website. This Drop Box was placed by STEPS 
and its partners.  
 
Public Communication:  There was none. 
  
 There being no further discussion, a motion to adjourn was made by Ben Cammuso, seconded by Doris Hanser; all 
were in favor. Meeting was adjourned at 6:32 p.m. The next Senior Citizens Advisory Board meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, December 11, 2012 at 6:30 p.m.          
  
Respectfully Submitted, 
Cynthia Gilbert,  
Senior Center Secretary   
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